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he use of maus deportstioms of entire nationsl and
sultural sntitiss or of certain groups within s nation has
been a resognized :ﬁtﬂ of Boviet polley for at least the past
16 yoars. Sicce the Soviet Union has shown a natural re-
lnctance to publicize these acts which have resulted in the
9 uprooting of millilouns of pecple, complets informs-
tion 13 not svajilable, Such infommation as existe comes
largely from refugeos, themselves former deportess or In
contact with deporiess, or 1s drawn by inference from the
brief amouncements or algnificsnt omizsione of Seoviet
official statements ¢r publlcations. As - be expested,
thts inforaation is scameiints vu?ne fncomplete and ocomsion-
aliy contradistory in detsails. It is, howevey, safflclent
te estadliish the main outlines of these eventis.

Exsmination of the reported cases of mans Jeportatiom
by the Sovists from 1380 to the present suggests that such
an extreme course Imz been taken for tws ressomp: aF &
punishamnt for resistsnce to Boviel polieles or actloma, or
as an effort to disperwe groups whose ethmie, econemic or
poltticsl charscteristics suggsst that they may furnish
sach opposition in the future.

The first veported mass deportaticn is that of the Folisea
Irom esstern Polpnd in 1540, In an effort te liquidate
svery aetusl or potential political oppoment In the newly
squired territery, the Zovieta shipped an estimated 880,000 -
390,000 Poles to the northern and sastern provinces of Soviet
Fussia. Deportess Included inhabitants of the castern
provinces snd refugpes from Gerasn-cccupied weetern Poland.
Men, women and children were pent Yy train without warning
and many without pompgessions. Approximately 25 per cent
wire sentenced %5 labor camps; the remainder went to special
aigrants! seitliemenis.

An asmesty for the Foles was sighed in July 1941, after
which some of the deportees ware allowed to returmn. During
the paricd 199 ~ 1922, however, Poles constituted the largest
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group of foreigners in the forced labor camps, In 1943,
whan diplomstic relstions between the Soviet and Polish
governments were broken off, deportatlons were resumed and
through 1986, Hany of the deporiees were unti-
swunist resistance fighters and "Home Army” men, In

iy 5, an emigre Polish paper estimated that 110,000
Poles were still in Hussian labor campd,

A recent news despateh states that "seversl thousand”
Poles sre being releamed and returned to Poland. It ie
believed that there are still several thousand Poles--
deportees, prisocners of war, and criminals--left in Russia.
hgixgﬁ of the totul number of deportees rmun as high as

_ In Reguet 1940, the Beltic states were officially
incorporated into the Soviet Unlon, Almost lmmediately,
plane for large-scale deportations of groups and persons
temmed "4 rous” by the Soviets were begun. In June 1941,
upon instructions from Serov, the Deputy Commiessr of the
HEOB, an sstimated 200,000 individusls were selzed and des-
patched uypor thelr long Journey to forced labor camps cr

~ Although exzct figures are lacking, 1t sppears probable
that ae many as 60,000 Estonians, 25,000 lLatvians and an sven
greater mmber of Litmaniasne were either killed or deported,
Deporteog included state and municipal goverrment officlals,
army officers, niddle clase businessmen, and members of the
intelligentsia. Deportations are belleved to have contirmmed
afser the war, partieoulariy of lLithuanian and lLatvian peasants
wne rosisted the vcollectivigation drives.

Recent unrest in the Baltle States has given rise to
rumors that further deportations are planned. JAugust Red,
Estonian =xile leader, states that the Soviets are plamning
to deport 100,000 young Belts io eastern areas of the UBER
for "agrioultursl work,"”

e seizure of the Ramenian province of Besssrablz by
the Soviets in 1940 was marked by the forcible evacuation of
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abonut 200,000 gamma Subgequent 2florte to collectivize
the f&m m the area after the wer were followed Ny the

digappeasrance of 2 lavge pumber of peumtn, presumably the
victins of expropristiorn and exile,

The first Sovist sthnle minority to be uprooted and
removed to distant sreas of the USSR ware the me-~called
“Yolgs Germang,” descendants of Qermans who had pettled in
the eighteenth century sleng the lower Volga. #ithout any
proof af colleetive treason or any sort of trial, these people
ware urdered by £talin to be moved to Bovosibirsk and fmak
Chlaste, Altet Xral, and the Xesgaich 5.3.8., @li in Siberia,
on the charge of “preparing to sabotage 3oviet defense
afforss.” The Yolga Serman Autonomoue Soviet Socizliist
Republiic was abollshed and ita territory divided between
two Gblasta, The mmber of people involved haz never heen
revealsd, bBut 1t ia estimated thet at least 300,000 were

aftecteq,

an sAditional 350,000 to 704,000 ethnic Oerman Soviet
citizenn were noved [rOm the Viraine and other reglone of
Buropean Messia. Some Gorman deportees were sentenced to
Foreed laber camps, but the majority were ragetiled unger
conditions of axije, 1.e., forced regidence in a gpecified
ares, rastrictions on employment, and deprivation of certain
rights such &% party membership, voting and public office.

lﬁaklmﬁim the retreat of the Gorman ammies from the
Caucasus In 19873, Mosvow decreed the deportation of mix
ethnic minovity groups to Central Asia se punishment for
sellaboration with the Gemmans., ©f these people the Chechens,
& atnority group in the mounteins of the northern Caucasus,
was the largest. Bumdbering sbout 400,000 individusls, they,
topether with aboat 90,000 Ingush, =made up en savtonomous
regubliic. Both groups were foreibly resettled in 1944 in
Horth Razakhetan and thelr repudblic was dlssvlved by decree
of the Presidium of the RIFSE Supreme Soviet. AL the sane
Lime m Crimesn ASSR was revurganized into an Oblast, and
260,000 of 1ts inhadltante, the Crimean Tartara, wers
ﬂaemt&a to Central Asia,
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Two other minortty groups, the Maddhist Kulsjscs,
about 195,000 pedple inhabiting the Ealwyk AS3R, and the
Karachat, about 75,000 people inhabliting the Karachai
Autonomous Oblest, dissppesred without explanation about
the same thee. The crganizsations]l units were dropped by
Soviet official pudblications. The population was dia;mmﬁ
to the usgal destination--Centrsl Asia. The Balkars, a
tribe of about 42,000 whilch had formed part of the Karbardino-
Balkarian ASER, were resettied in the Kirghiz Repudbllic of
Ceniral Asis,

Recant reports indlcate that the fate of the athnic
Soviet minorities has besn amellorsted recantly. Heasures
leading to the restoration of civil rights have been enacted
and Khrushchev himself, in his speech at the Party Congress
in Pehruary 1956, condemmed the concept of "collective guilt’
wder which the Caucasian peoples had been extiied. It
appears that their rehabilitation wlll be confined mainly to
the restoration of political status and the use of thelr
native languages rather than a return o thelr fomer homes.

e record of pass deportations carried cut by the Soviet
Union since the end of World War JII leaves ne doubt that the
foreible ressttling of whole peoples O groups im a continuing
mrt of Boviet policy. The recant reports of the deportation

gns in connection with the wpriging sre orly the
:%atut of the series, Mass deportations of Hungariane
took place immediately after #he war, when sn estimated
£20,000 persons, including scldiers and civilians, were
affected, and again in 1950 - 1991, when spproximately 70,000
meabers of the middie class, the aristocrmcy and the intelli-~
gentsia were sent by bexcar to the Soviet Unign. Another
exsmple of the forced resettlement of “wnrelisble” ﬂmnts
1 the removsl of 30,000 perscns of Jreek, Tarkish, and
Jewlgh origin from the Black Sea coastal areas in 1549,
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